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Once the stock ʼ78 2.8-liter inline six was 
cleaned up and sandblasted, they shipped 
the block off to the machine shop for a 
.030 overbore as well as shaving the new 
P90A hydraulic lifter head. Flattop pistons 
were added as well as an ʼ81 Turbo Z 
cam and hydraulic lifters. At the same 
time they wanted to disguise the engine 
a bit and had the shop mill off the Nissan 
SOHC indicia. As they were putting the 
mill back together, they powdercoated 
what they could, painted what would 
show the most and chrome the rest. To the 
assembled engine they added MSA three-
into-one headers with 2.5” turbo exhaust 
for a nice non-Nissan throaty rumble. Dur-
ing the reassembly they installed a new 
clutch, pressure plate and fl ywheel then 
reattached it to the stock fi ve-speed trans.

The body pieces went on smoothly 
by following Reaction Researchʼs instruc-
tions. They started with the rear clip and 
assured it was perfectly centered so as 
to enclose the huge rear meats. The door 
skins came next, followed by a new set 
of cheek panels that cover more of the 
donorʼs frame structure. The front clip 
was the crowning touch and the pair spent 
a lot of time making sure all of the new 
fi berglass components lined up properly to 
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afford even gaps all around, a procedure 
they considered the hardest part of the 
build-up.

The guys couldnʼt leave the body 
components alone and decided to modify 
the LeMans gas fi ll opening, changing the 
confi guration of some of the duct open-
ings, opening up the rear vents, modifying 
the headlight openings and other touches 
that would be diffi cult to point out, but 
that make the car distinctively different.

Once the bodywork was complete to 
their satisfaction, a special mix of Sherwin 
Williams Ultra 7000 basecoat GM yellow 
was mixed and slathered on the sleek lines 
of the Spyder. To assure that the yellow 
popped in the sunlight, some gold pearl 
fl ake was added to the four coats of SW 
Super Glamour Urethane clearcoat. Then 
the whole body was lovingly color sanded 
with 2000-grit paper and buffed to a mir-
ror fi nish.

When it came time for the interior 
treatment, the Ross  ̓spent an equal amount 
of attention to get it right. They had the 
seats reupholstered in black vinyl with 
distinctive yellow prancing horses embroi-
dered in the top. The custom dash received 
modifi ed Nissan gauges complete with 
Velo Yellow imprints. A Grant GT Rally 

signature wheel was added along with an 
Alpine CD player, 250-watt amp, four 
Infi nity speakers and a Rockford Fosgate 
8” subwoofer. 

Last Springʼs Knottʼs Berry Farm Fun 
Under the Sun kit car show, put on by the 
Association of Handcrafted Automobiles 
(AHA) was the coming out party for Yello 
Rossa and it was a hit. We gave the Ross  ̓
our Directorʼs Choice Award for the car 
and it took home at least two other major 
prizes. The boys couldnʼt have been more 
proud that all their hard work was paid off 
with some recognition and a bit of silver.

Both Ross  ̓had a long list of folks 
they wanted to recognize for support; Ross 
Mikeʼs dad who passed away just as they 
were getting started; his supportive wife, 
Betty, who really got into the car build-
ing process and his two sons Ross III and 
Robert who are more than ready for the 
next project. Ross LaPorta wanted to rec-
ognize John Washington, Lee Muscarella, 
Ken Summers and Gene Perno; but 
summed up the experience by also say-
ing, “And to my wife Donna who I made 
happy by being in the garage for two years 
and who is now wondering why I havenʼt 
started another project yet.”    
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The Ross  ̓spent a lot of time 
paying attention to the overall 
theme and style of their rebody. 
They carried the yellow accents 
from the engine compartment 
to the cockpit and even into the 
trunk. The dash is a nice mix of 
machine turned fascias, white-
face instruments complete with 
Velo Yellow insignias.


