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story and photos by Steve Temple

Looking at all the rebody kits 
featured in this issue, itʼs 
obvious that theyʼre kinda 
like ice cream from Baskin 

Robbins, with well over 31 fl avors to 
sample. That makes for a great selec-
tion, but also can be a bit challenging 
when deciding between plain vanilla 
and rocky road. Some kits may sim-
ply be a few toppings on a production 
vehicle, while others completely dis-
guise the original. And there are plenty 
of rebody kits that fall somewhere in 
between those extremes.

In the case of Dan Judayʼs Datsun 
240Z, the carʼs lineage is fairly obvious, 
but that doesnʼt mean it was a simple or 
quick project, in part because he trans-
planted a Chevy V-8 into it as well. He 
doesnʼt think of his three-year project 

Make mine with extra toppings, please

as kit car in the traditional sense (to 
which we agree, since we use the title of 
this magazine loosely so we can include 
as many different fl avors as possible). 
Even so, his build-up approach is one 
from which other kit builders can glean 
several tips. In fact, this kind of project 
may just be a good starting point for 
novice builders who want to ease into 
the specialty car hobby and still realize 
something unique.

Juday bought the donor car in 
January of 2001 after seeing it on Ebay, 
with no bids. The car had received a 
salvage title after the police arrested the 
previous owner and it was impounded. 
He never reclaimed it and the impound 

yard sold it for scrap for only $600 cash. 
Quite a buy, considering that a restored 
240Z might sell for tens of thousands of 
dollars. 

Juday wasnʼt interested in a pure 
restoration project, but instead a 
restomod (with extra emphasis on the 
“mod” part). “It was always my plan 
to swap in a Chevy V-8 and customize 
the body,” he recalls. “After months 
of searching I chose this particular car 
because of the remarkable lack of rust 
and the straightest frame rails Iʼd seen 
yet on 240. It was just a bonus that it 
had no Bondo and a very clean interior 


